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The Chicago Reporter analyzed school funding data over a 13-year period for students who started kindergarten in 1994 and graduated in 2007.  The Reporter analyzed funding data for 498 paths—potential elementary school district-high school district combinations—as well as for 376 unit districts throughout the state:

The Reporter found:

I. There were massive gaps in per pupil spending over the 13-year period:
· There was a greater than $155,000 per pupil difference between the $215,000 spent on students who attended elementary school at Rondout School District 72 in Lake Forest and high school at Libertyville Community School District 128 and the $58,000 spent on a student who attended Auburn CUSD 10 in downstate Auburn.  

· Statewide, there were 83 districts or paths with spending levels of more than $125,000 per pupil during the 13 years, while there were 79 districts or paths with spending levels of $75,000 or less. 
· In fact, students who attended Highland Park High School had more money spent on them during the four years from 2003 to 2007 than students did at nine downstate districts in the 13 years from 1994 to 2007.  

II. Nearly all of the highest-spending districts are in the six-county Chicagoland region, while nearly all of the lowest-spending districts are downstate:

· Ninety-two percent of the paths and units that spent at least $125,000 per student were in the six-county area—a higher figure than the 34 percent of paths and units that were in those counties.

· Ninety-six percent of the districts and paths that spent less than $75,000 per student were in downstate counties, compared with 66 percent of districts and paths located in those counties. 

III. These gaps have a compounding effect when calculated over time and for an entire district:  

· The Reporter projected the amount of money spent on the 342,829 students who 

entered the Chicago Public Schools system in 1994 and spent the next 13 years in that system.  The Reporter then compared that figure to the amount of money that would have been spent on them had they attended Rondout School District 72 in Lake Forest and high school at Libertyville Community School District 128. 

· The total for Rondout and Libertyville: $73.6 billion

· The total for Chicago Public Schools: $37.8 billion

· The difference between the districts: $35.8 billion

IV. The Reporter also examined property tax and property value data for 868 districts throughout the state.  Illinois’ reliance on local property tax revenue as the primary source of school funding had statewide and structural implications: 

· The 83 districts with property tax rates in 2005 of less than 2 percent generated an average of $12,717 per pupil—more than twice the $6,063 generated by the 112 districts with property tax rates of 5 percent or more. 
· The gaps in commercial and industrial property values were wider between the richest and poorest districts than the gap in residential property values. The combined value of residential properties per pupil in the districts with the lowest property tax rates was seven times higher than the figures for districts with the highest property tax rates—but the figure was nearly nine times higher for commercial property and close to 13 times higher for industrial property. 

· Just 15 percent of the 868 districts analyzed were “farm districts,” meaning the value of farm properties accounted for at least 40 percent of the district’s property wealth.  But 30 percent of the districts with property tax rates of 5 percent or more were farm districts compared with 3 percent of districts with property tax rates less than 2 percent.  
· This put farm districts in similar situations to communities like Ford Heights, East St. Louis and Park Forest.  Although these communities differed from farm districts in that their students were predominantly black and poor, they were similar to many farm districts in that they had high property tax rates that generated low levels of revenue.  
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