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Program
Welcome 

Craig Davis, director of cultural and civic engagement, Chicago Public Library
Linda Lenz, Catalyst founder and publisher, forum moderator
Carmen Schmidt, American Graduate Project Manager, WTTW

WTTW Video
What Makes a Great Teacher?

Presenters: the Chicago scene

Elaine Allensworth is the Lewis-Sebring Director of the University of 
Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research and a managing 
director of the university’s Urban Education Institute.  Her research 
includes the factors that affect high school students’ educational 
attainment, including high school graduation and college readiness.

Sarah Slavin is the director of the Chicago New Teacher Center, 
which supports Chicago Public Schools teachers who are new to the 
profession. Previously she served as executive director of Teach Plus, 
which supports teacher leadership. She also worked in CPS central office 
on a range of teaching and learning projects.

Donnell White has taught middle school math for 13 years, primarily in 
the Austin community on the West Side. He is now at Oscar DePriest 
Elementary School in North Lawndale. Previously, he served in a variety 
of volunteer leadership positions in Oak Park District 97. In 2008, he 
received a Golden Apple Award for Excellence in Teaching.

Featured speaker in a conversation with Linda Lenz

Susan Moore Johnson, an education professor at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education, has studied the leadership of superintendents and 
organization of school districts; the effects of collective bargaining on 
schools; the priorities of local teacher union leaders; teacher evaluation; 
the use of incentive pay plans for teachers; and the school as a context 
for adult work. Currently, Johnson directs the Project on the Next 
Generation of Teachers, which examines how best to recruit, develop and 
retain a strong teaching force.

Questions and comments from the audience /ChicagoCatalyst               @Catalyst Chicago, #catalyst25

Extra! Extra!
Soon to come, an online report with highlights of today’s forum, the video, 
research and data. Look for it in your inbox.

Stay in the know
With Catalyst Chicago
Sign up for a weekly email with links to our stories from the previous week, 
and check out our “Then, Now, Next Almanac,” which takes a weekly dive 
into our rich archives. catalyst-chicago.org

With WTTW
American Graduate: Let’s Make It Happen! is a public media initiative 
funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting to help local 
communities across America find solutions to address the dropout crisis. 
This initiative builds on public media’s long-standing commitment to 
education. wttw.com/americangraduate

With the Chicago Public Library 
Since 1873, the Chicago Public Library has encouraged lifelong learning 
by welcoming all people and offering equal access to information, 
entertainment and knowledge through innovative services and programs, 
as well as cutting-edge technology throughout its 80 locations. 
chicagopubliclibrary.org

Celebration and Send-off
Tuesday, October 27 | House of Blues 

Plan to join us for a party to wrap up “Education: 
Then, Now, Next. Celebrating 25 years of Catalyst 
Chicago” and to recognize Catalyst founder Linda 
Lenz on the occasion of her retirement from the 
education beat. Get your ticket today and get ready 
for music, memories, and fun while supporting 
Catalyst’s important work. 

For more information and to purchase a ticket, go to 
catalyst-chicago.org/25 years and click on Buy Tickets. 


